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As humans, we like immediate results. Whenever we have a 

question, we want an immediate answer; whenever we have an idea, we 
want to see the immediate implementation of that idea; or whenever 
we are faced with suffering, we want an immediate healing. Immediate 
results can appear to be blessings in the moment, but they are usually 
not the best results. Something better may have been forthcoming if we 
were not in such a rush. 

 
In our First Reading this weekend, Habakkuk says, “the rash one 

has no integrity.” Rashness is a problem because it rushes God’s timing. 
It lacks the spirit of self-control, mentioned in the second letter to 
Timothy today. That is why Habakkuk reminds us, “the vision still has 
its time, presses on to fulfillment, and will not disappoint; if it delays, 
wait for it.” Just as a mustard seed doesn’t immediately become a large 
plant or a servant doesn’t immediately serve himself or herself, God’s 
timing usually involves delays and waiting. 

 
Pope Francis has been praised by many for his pastoral vision, but 

also criticized by others for not moving quick enough on certain issues, 
such as Church reforms or adjustments to Church teachings. While a 
few matters are urgent and demand attention, most matters can wait a 
little longer. In his book Let Us Dream: The Path to a Better Future, Pope 
Francis explains his pastoral vision of waiting with what he calls ‘the 
overflow.’ For him, the overflow refers to the new possibilities that 
emerge whenever we “resist the urge to seek the apparent relief of an 



immediate decision, and instead be willing to hold different options 
before the Lord waiting on [this] overflow.” (21) In other words, 
whenever we not rash, can exercise self-control, and wait for God’s 
timing, better options forward may be revealed to us. This is not about 
procrastinating or refusing to act, but about allowing the Lord to lead 
us. 
 

Responding to disappointment from some groups within the 
Catholic Church after the Amazonian Synod of 2019 for not getting the 
immediate Church reforms they wanted, Pope Francis reflected on 
their frustration and wrote, “the danger of becoming trapped in conflict 
is that we lose perspective. Our horizons shrink and we close off paths 
the Spirit is showing us. Sometimes walking together means continuing 
to endure the disagreements, leaving them to be transcended on a 
higher level at a later time…these are processes that take time, that 
demand maturity, perseverance, and decision. They call for sowing 
seeds that others will be able to harvest.” (91-92) In Pope Francis’ 
opinion, for those who actively participated in the assembly hall for the 
Amazonian Synod, it was actually a beautiful and holy encounter. While 
the overflow may not have happened, it was a step in the right 
direction of a Church learning to walk together in a complex world. 

 
We cannot let our desire for immediate results get in the way of God’s 

timing, which often reveals new possibilities when the time is right. Do I have 
enough self-control to resist seeking immediate results? Do I value 
God’s timing over my own timing? 

 
As we continue with this mass, let us pray that we may not seek 

immediate results. Instead, let us wait upon the Lord’s overflow, for “it 
will surely come, it will not be late.” 


